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Rod Stewart sails into
concert curfew’ storm

Will Humphries
Southwest Correspondent

When Rod Stewart played to fans in
Plymouth on Saturday night, he
intended the show to end with his 1975
anthem Sailing as the perfect tribute to
the city’s historic naval status.

But the Scottish singer, 78, has found
himself in deep water after wrongly
blaming the lord mayor of Plymouth
for stopping his concert early and
robbing fans of a memorable singalong.

Audience members at the citys
Home Park said that just after 10.30pm
the stage was plunged into darkness
when a “man in black” walked onto the
stage to speak to Stewart halfway
through Da Ya Think I'm Sexy? — at
which point the singer left and the
lights came up. °

According to reports, Stewart told
the crowd “the lord mayor had put a
stop to it”, despite the stadium having a
licence until Ilpm.

Footage taken at the concert shows
Stewart telling the audience: “That’s it
from us, thank you. Sorry but we can’t
play any more because of a curfew. We
were going to do Sailing but we can't do
it because the ... the lord mayor’s, he
told me to shut the P up.”

Some disappointed fans took out
their anger on the lord mayor, council-
lor Mark Shayer, who has denied in-
volvement. A Royal Navy veteran who
served for 25 years in the submarine
service, Shayer said that he had faced a

barrage of abuse despite not even at-
tending the concert. He said that the
first he knew of the controversy was on
Sunday morning when he started re-
ceiving messages.

“I'm horrified to be implicated” he
said. “To say I stopped Rod Stewart
singing what is one of my favourite
songs, on Armed Forces Day, it'sridicu-
lous. 'm livid.” He did not go to the con-
cert because it clashed with Armed
Forces Day events.

Although Home Park has permission
for concerts to run until llpm, it is un-
derstood that the singer was due to fin-
ish at 10.30pm.

A spokesman for Plymouth city

council said: “Despite social media ru- |

mours and inaccurate, unsubstantiated
reports online, Plymouth city council
and Home Park did not ask Rod Stew-
art to stop his concert on Saturday
night. Any allegation that the lord
mayor asked the performer to stop are
also untrue. The lord mayor was not at
the concert.

“The venue had an llpm special
events certificate, issued by the safety
advisory group, which the venue made
clear to the artist’s promoter. As with
any concert, should a performer decide

‘to end their set before the licensed cur-

few set out in the special events certifi-
cate, it is not because of any decision
made by the local authority or the
venue.”

Representatives of Stewart have
been contacted for comment.
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